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4 The Discovery
a
r One day in 1936, workers began digging a hole near Hillsborough in southeast
NGWBI'I.II"ISWiClt About three metres down, they uncovered some strange-
locking rocks. They dug more, and saw that the "rocks” were really fossils.
ugemded to call in a paloeoniologist

A few Ioierscmhslsamvedﬁm()nuwaorﬂlheNew
Brunswick Museum in Saint John. To everyone’s surprise
andexcrlament the fossil turned out to be

amas

What Were Mastodons?
Mastodons are now extinct. They locked a lot like
elephanis and sicod about three meires 1all, higher
mmmms ?e;soatagfarlzrdglshmmadmrshn
massive upper tu
sﬁrsl&paamd mNothAmmoaabounhmmllhonymrsogo They came to eastern

gmwﬂmland)madooq?m nngonlceoge {An ice age is a time when a thick ice sheet or

e ages.
Ahhougrh locuersooveredmoﬂofCanodadu the ice age, ports of the coastal Maritimes were
is meant that mastodons cou FoﬁmNewBrunswlck They roomed the large forests,
spnmmadlesundolhervagdublemoﬁer
r:Eoglaaersn'telfedbackbehveen loeoges the mastodons moved more freely. When the next ice
wandered from , searching for enough food 1o keep alive.
ﬂwbﬂmsbdondledoufuban 'IOOOOyaarsogoaHheendofﬂ'beloshceoge We are not sure

why. Most experts th mh tedamthe because of a change in dimate and vegetation. Human
un

beings also may have kast mastodons.
The H h

Several kinds of mastodons once exlslad Scientists identified the Hillsborough mastodon as Mammut
americanum—the American mastodon

Like many fossil mastodons, the Hill discovery was buried in ancient sediments. The animal

Iltedlnloo boggy swamp and me stuck in the mud. When it died, the swamp and

mud helped 1o preserve its remains.

The Hil h fossil discovery contained two tusks. Eachonewusalmostl .5 metres long. There

were several teeth, ribs and part of the skull. As well, there were leg, hip and shoulder bones.
Ahogether, |twasl'hemodoa'np|elemsbdonfossulmunmacf Canada.

This was not the first mastodon found in New Brunswick. Back in the 1840s, someone in Saint John
tried to sell mastodon bones as firewood! OF course, the “wood” didn’t bum. The seller ended up

in court.
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How Old Is The Mastodon?

The big question about the Hillsborough mastodon is: how old
15 12 Po]]cmontdogists have argued about this for years.

One way to find a fossil’s age is to test how much carbon-14 it
contains. Carbon-14 is a radicactive material found in all living
things. When the animal or plant dies, its carbon-14 content
s|ov:'1y drops. If you measure how much carbon-14 is left in o
fossil, you can tell how old it is.

But here’s the problem. When scientists used carbon-14 to test
bones from the Hillsborough mastodon, they found them to be
13,600 years old. Next, they tested a c‘ung ball from the
animal. )Fhe dung ball woulghcwe been formed shortly after the
mastodon’s last mecl. ts carbon-14 age was 37,200 years ago.

Then they dated the material which held the dung ball
together...and it gave an age of 51,500 years o|c?!

Which date was correct? No one is sure yet, but scientists are still working on the problem. A few

ears ago, they drilled a hole into one of tze mastodon’s teeth ond took out a sample for dating.
C\/e’re still waiting for the final test results.

Where Is The Mastodon Now?

For mony years, the Hillsborough mastodon was on display at the New Brunswick Museum in Saint
John. But around 1978, the bones began to fall apart. Museum officials sent the mastodon to a sort of
“fossil hospital” in Ottawa. There, specialists worked carefully with glue, plastic and other materials.

Six years later, the “fossil doctors” sent the new and improved mastodon fossil back to Saint John.
You can see it there today, proudly displayed in the New Brunswick Museum.
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